ANDREW JACKSON.
443
entitled to the confidence and protection of their country. The arrangement adopted will, I think, accomplish fully both objects.
"The President has instituted a board of officers, to consist of five members, two of high rank in the corps, General Bernard, the engineer at each station (young Gadsen, for example, at New Orleans), and the naval officer commanding there, whose duty it is made to examine the whole coast and report such works as are necessary for its defense to the chief engineer, who shall report the same to the Secretary of War, with his remarks, to be laid before the President. McRee and Totten are spoken of for the two first, who, with General Bernard, will continue till the service is performed; the two latter will change with the station.. The general commanding each division will be officially apprised of this engagement, and that he may be present when he pleases, and give such aid as he may think fit. The attention of the board will be directed to the island frontiers likewise. In this way it is thought that the feelings of no one can be hurt. We shall have four of our officers in every consultation against one foreigner, so that if the opinion of the latter becomes of an essential use, it must be by convincing his colleagues when they differ that he has reason on his side. I have seen General Bernard, and find him a modest, unassuming man, who preferred our country, in the present state of France, to any in Europe, in some of which he was offered employment, and in any of which he may probably have found it. He understands that he is never to have command of the corps, but will always rank second in it.
"This letter, you will perceive, is highly confidential; a relation which I wish always to exist between us. Write me, as you have done, without reserve, and the more gratifying your communications will be.
"With great respect and sincere regard, yours,
"JAMES MONROE."
On the 6th of January, 1817, General Jackson replied to this letter, as follows:not the first. It required mm delicacy in the arrangement, to take advantage of th knowledge and experience in a manner acceptable to hie self, without wounding the feelings of the officers of 01 own corps, who had rendered such useful services, and we:im in the board of officers for digesting and reporting a system of discipline for the army, and after- of moderation, and evincing a desire to discriminate
